FAMILY, CHILDHOOD, AND MARRIAGE

Emperor had gone through hard times and had been,
served at moments by far from wholly worthy indi-
viduals. But Merimee was an exceptionally meri-
torious 'friend of the first hour' and both Emperor
and Empress honored themselves in honoring
him.''

I have dwelt at considerable length on the Em-
press' relations with Merimee because her associa-
tions with Mm were not only exceedingly pleasant
but because he really had a strong influence on her
mental development, and also because the story has
not. always been told as I have just told it. Per-
haps I should add, further, that I have done this,
too, because he had to do directly and indirectly
with Eugenie's marriage, though it is not necessary
to go further into this matter here.

When it was finally settled that she was to marry
the Emperor, Eugenie immediately informed Queen
Isabella of Spain, who then sat on the throne,
in a formal letter, in which she declared that "I
shall have no other thought than to contribute, in
the measure of my powers, to strengthen the bonds
which unite two great nations and two great mon-
archs, to whose service I shall be consecrated by love
and duty for ever."

Queen Isabella's reply pleased both Napoleon and
Eug'enie, especially the portion where she said: "I
give my full consent to a union which is so splendid
for you, and you may rest assured that I entertain
best wishes for your happiness and that of the
Emperor, expressing the hope that, both being
guided by the hand of the All Powerful, you will
lead France, that great nation, to the highest degree
of prosperity and comfort. In the difficult and
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